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MISSOULA •••
The 40th anniversary of the 1937 University of Montana football team is among the
highlights of the 1977 UM Homecoming, Oct. 7-8.
The 1937 team, considered by many to be one of Montana's finest ever, won six
straight games before being upset 6-0 by Idaho.

The Grizzlies went on to win their

final game against North Dakota and complete the season with a 7-1 record.
The game with Idaho was marred by steady rain in Moscow, forcing the Grizzlies to
abandon the passing game.
In that game, Idaho did not score until late in the fourth quarter, prompting
Montana to put the passing game in gear.

The Tips moved the ball to the Idaho five

yard line, but a last minute interception by Steve Belko of Idaho killed the threat.
Belko is currently commissioner of the Big Sky Conference.
Before the loss to Idaho, the 1937 UM squad was being considered for a Cotton Bowl
bid.

With the loss, the bid did not materialize.

a bid to face Texas Tech in the Sun Bowl.

However, the Grizzlies did receive

Montana had beaten Texas Tech 13-6 earlier

in the season, but · opted' not ·to make a post-seasofl ··appearance that year.

18 members of the 1937 team are expected to be on hand for the festivities 1n
Missoula.

Five Grizzlies from the 1937 squad went on to play professional football.

-more-
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Milt Popovich from Butte, starred at halfback for the Grizzlies and appeared in
the 1937 East-West Shrine game after the season.
the Chicago Cardinals of the NFL from 1938-43.
residing in Detroit

The 1937 team captain played for
Aldo Forte, a guard from Chicago now

played with the Chicagn Bears of the NFL in the 1940's and was

defensive coordinator for the Detroit Lions in the 1950's.
Halfback Bill Lazetich from Anaconda played with the Cleveland Browns of the NFL
in the early 1940's.

The 1938 team co-captain now resides in Billings.

was a standout tackle from Butte, and now resides in Polson.
Dodgers of the American Football Conference from 1938-40,
Chicago was a member of the Detroit Lions from 1938-42.

Leonard Noyes

He played with the Brooklyn

Fullback Paul Szakash of
He now lives in Missoula.

In addition to this impressive list of former Grizzlies, numerous other stars from
the 1937 squad will be in Missoula for homecoming weekend.
Other members from the team planning on being in Missoula include former backfield
coach Harry Adams of Missoula; former line coach George "Jiggs" Dahlberg of Missoula;
UM athletic trainer for the past 42 years and former Grizzly great Naseby Rhinehart of
Missoula; John Dolan, end from Great Falls and co-captain of the 1938 team; Tom Gedgoud,
guard from Michigan City, Indiana; Jack Hoon, end from Missoula; Ed Ogle, halfback from
Missoula; Arthur

Pete~son,

guard from Sun City, Arizona; Joe Pomajevich, tackle from

Kalispell; William Rolston, halfback from Forsyth; James Spelman, guard from Billings;
Perry Stenson, guard from Kalispell; Emil Tabaracci, end from Great Falls and co-captain
of the 1939 team, and Charles Williams, end from Anaconda.
Bob Thornally, offensive center and co-captain of the 1939 team is reunion coordinator.
Thornally, a Chicago native, now resides in Missoula.
The main activity of the weekend is attendance at the Montana-Boise State
homecoming game at 2 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 8.
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